
 
St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church 

 

NUPTIAL MASSES AND WEDDING RITES 
 
 
Congratulations on your engagement and your upcoming Nuptial Mass/Wedding Rite!   
 
At St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church we are committed to providing beautiful 
liturgical music for your Wedding.  Please take the time to review our policies for 
Liturgical Music approved by both the Pastor and the Music Ministry at the Parish.  
 
 
 

1. The reverence and dignity of the sacred liturgy should be reflected in all musical 
selections. 
 

2. The Ordinary of the Mass, Antiphons, Acclamations, Psalm and Gospel 
Acclamation will be led by a trained Psalmist from the Parish Music Staff. 

 
3. Secular music (including music from movies, television, musicals, plays, operas, 

etc…) is not appropriate for your Nuptial Mass/Wedding Rite and is not allowed.  
 

4. Pre-recorded music is not appropriate for Nuptial Mass/Wedding Rite.  All music 
must be performed by musicians from the Parish Music Staff.  

 
5. A fee of $500 (payable to “St. Thomas the Apostle Parish” via the Parish website) 

will secure an accompanist as well as a single Cantor/Psalmist from the Parish 
Music Staff for your Nuptial Mass.   This fee should be received by the Parish two 
months prior to your Wedding date.  

 
For an additional $375, a full Schola (Choir) will be assisgned comprised of four 
voices (SATB) from the Parish Music Staff.   This Schola can provide beautiful four-
part arrangements of the Antiphons, Hymnody, Mass Ordinary and Motets for 
your Wedding.  
 

6. Additional instrumentalists are also available per your request (trumpet, violin, 
oboe, flute, harp, cello, etc…) for an additional fee of $150 per person.   This fee 
should be received by the Parish two months prior to your Wedding date.  

 
7. Only musicians from the Parish Music Staff may provide the Liturgical Music for 

your Nuptial Mass/Wedding Rite at St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church.  All 
musicians are secured by the Director of Sacred Music at the parish.  Any other 
arrangements made, financially or otherwise, without permission will not be 
honored.  

 
8. ALL MUSIC MUST BE APPROVED by the Director of Sacred Music at St. 

Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church.  Please submit liturgical music requests for 
your Wedding at least four months prior to your Wedding date.  For your 
convenience, a list of “Pre-Approved” liturgical Music selections can be found at: 
 
 
 



 

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS  

 
 Q: I have a friend or relative that sings.  Can (s)he sing for my Wedding? 
 

 A:  Yes.  (S)he may sing an approved piece of liturgical music before the Opening 
Prayer and/or after the Closing Prayer.   (S)he may be given permission to sing at the 
Offertory or a Communion Meditation piece.  All remaining liturgical music is the 
responsibility of Musicians on Staff at St. Thomas the Apostle Parish.   
  
Q: May I request a certain instrumentalist to play at my wedding? 
 

A:  Only staff musicians from the Parish perform at your Nuptial Mass/Wedding Rite.   
Other instrumentalists will be considered after an audition with the Director of Sacred 
Music at St. Thomas the Apostle Catholic Church.  
 
Q: Are the Parish Musicians and Organist necessary? 
 

A:  Yes!  The Musicians lead all the congregational singing including the Ordinary of the 
Mass, Antiphons, Psalm, Gospel Acclamation and congregational “dialogue”.   
 
Q: May we choose the Mass Parts to be sung? 
 

A:  Yes!  The Mass Parts used at the Parish (seasonally) are an option as well as the 
Chants from the Roman Missal.   Additional Mass Ordinaries can be reqeusted as well 
from the list of  
“pre-approved” Mass Ordinaries.   
 
The Ordinary of the Mass may be sung in either English or Latin (only).  
 
Q: Which parts of our Nuptial Mass/Wedding Rite are we responsible for making 
music requests? 
 

ANSWER:  
1. Prelude Music (vocal or instrumental work) 
2. Procession of the Bridal Party (vocal or instrumental work) 
3. Bridal Procession (vocal or instrumental work) 
4. Entrance Hymn (Optional) 
5. Gloria (from list of Mass Ordinaries) 
6. Responsorial Psalm 
7. Offertory 
8. Sanctus/Benedictus (from list of Mass Ordinaries) 
9. Agnus Dei (from list of Mass Ordinaries) 
10.  Communion Hymn 
11.  Communion Meditation 
12. Recessional (vocal or instrumental work) 
13. Postlude (vocal or instrukmental work) 

  
 Q: When should we contact the Musical Director about our Liturgical Music requests? 
 

A:  The Director of Sacred Music should receive your initial request of Liturgical Music 
at least four months prior to your wedding.   
 
Director of Sacred Music, Matthew Loucks  
 


