
ST. THOMAS OUTREACH COMMITTEE 

January, 12, 2022 

The Outreach Committee mission is to build and strengthen the community of St. 
Thomas Church by serving the holistic needs of our parishioners with compassion 
and understanding to ensure all parishioners know they are cared for, valued and 
important members of our St. Thomas community  

The meeting was opened with a prayer. 

Hospitality: Debbie Schmanski is the new leader.  Presently she is doing it all by 
herself.  She needs volunteers to help her.  Mary Larson has agreed to lead the   
Parish Picnic again. 

Adult Faith Study:  Robert Smee reported there are about 6 people participating 
in his Catholicism Series.  He had 20 who were interested and signed up.  Since all 
of his programs are available via the internet, it is difficult to get people to meet. 

Holy Helpers:  Mary Godbout and her volunteers helped with the church 
Christmas decorations and they put new prayer missals with covers in the pews 2 
times.  The office has gained 2 of Mary’s helpers! 

Cabrini Co-Op:  Genevieve Edman brought us up to date.  There are 70 children in 
the co-op ranging in age from infant to 13.  Their Art Fund Raiser was successful 
with about 100 attending.  Cameron Edman is working to partner with Holy 
Family for gym space so home-schooled kids can have a basketball program. 

Fire and Light:  2nd Thursday of every month 

Stars and Stripes:  Anne Wilson has stepped aside as Leader and Rick Schwartz will 
assume her position until a permanent replacement is found.  Anne will still take 
care of decorating for their functions.  St. Thomas is the only area Parish with a 
Veterans organization and Rick and crew will be reaching out to the other 
churches to see if they wish to be included.  The Veteran’s Monument in the 
cemetery will be erected this spring.  Contracts have been signed and deposit 
check written. 

Alter Servers:  Brian Moen reported all is well 

 



Ecumenical Kitchen:  Cindy Algeo let us know they are still doing sack lunches due 
to COVID.  Those purchasing food, packing and distributing lunches include:  Carol 
Ridge, Susan Jacobson, Marcia Fisher, Kathleen Atkins, Karen Still and, of course, 
Cindy 

Cemetery Committee:  Tina Johnson shared that there are only 3 full burial 
spaces, 26 in-ground cremation plots and 75 cremation niches left in the 
Cemetery.  When spring arrives, the committee will identify all unmarked 
graves—there may be hundreds.  Then pavers will be engraved for those with no 
headstones.  Parishioners will be given an opportunity to sponsor them.  The Lady 
of Fatima statue for the south road is here and will be set when weather reaches 
50 degrees.  Two new benches have been installed on the south road.  The 
Southern part of the cemetery has not been as developed as the North and we 
are trying to rectify that.  Kootenai Title is doing a title search for the property 
North of the cemetery North fence.  ITD says we own the property.  The City says 
they don’t know.  As soon as the title search is done, we will begin planning the 
best way to take advantage of the property. 

The Ministry Contact List is out of date as we have several leadership changes as 
well as new Ministries.  The office is working on the update and you will all get 
new copies when they are ready. 

Respectfully Submitted,  

Dixie Reid  


